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Chicago Greek Independence Day Parade
March 26, 2023

The annual Chicago Greek Independence Day Parade commemorates the
declaration of the War of Independence(Revolution) on March 25, 1821 , by our
Hellene ancestors against the four hundred year Ottoman occupation. Itis also a
reminder that freedom and democracy, these very Hellenic ideals, cannot be
taken for granted.

This year we will be holding the 59th Annual Chicago Greek Independence Day
Parade on March 26, on Halsted Street, in Greek town.

Since its founding in 1964, the Chicago Greek Independence Day Parade has
been established as one of the biggest annual events in the Chicago Greek
Community. Itis being viewed as a celebration of the community's Hellenic identity
and culture, and its contribution to America's Greatness. Its traditions are kept
alive, along with the strong bonds to the Greek Orthodox Church. During this
celebration, you can see colorful traditional costumes, worn by young and old;
you can listen to ages old sounds; you can observe people feeling happy. It is
indeed a wonderful celebration.

If there.is one self-defining concept among Greeks, it is the concept of philotimo;
Philotimo is a Greek word that is without definition, but impacts the world beyond
imagination. The word philotimo comes from the Greek root words “filos,” meaning
friend, and “timi,” meaning honor; it can be translated as "friend of honor".
However, the meaning of philotimo extends far beyond the words friend and
honor. Philotimo encompasses the concepts of pride in self, pride in family, pride
in community, and doing the right thing. Philotimo is an all-encompassing
concept that gives meaning to life that stretches well beyond ourselves.

The event is organized by the Greek Parade Committee. The Federation of
Hellenic-American Organizations. “ENOSIS” would like to appeal to your philotimo
to join us in these celebrations!
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President
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PARADE RULES & REGULATIONS / KANONIEMOITTAPEAAYHY

1. The marching group will proceed with or without the float and march in rows of three people.

To meld tunuo TtpomopedETAL TOL APUATOC Kol Bnuatifel TAvVToTE GE TPLAOES MOTE VA
aro@evy el  €1KOVA GLVOCTICUOY

2. Schools with their students will march in rows of three people.

Ta oyoreio pe toug pabntég Bo TapeAdoovy ETioNG 0€ TPLAJEG.

3. The parade will begin promptly at 2:30 p.m. All groups shall arrive one and a half (1 %2) hours before the
parade begins so there is the proper check from the parade committee.

Olho ta coppetéyovta tunpote Bo tpénet va glval mtapdvia, Tovhdyiotov papien opa (1 72)
wpv and TNV Evapén 2:30 t.u. TG TapEANONS Y10 VA YIVEL O KOTAAANAOG EAEYYOG amd TNV
EMLTPOTN TNE TAPEAACTT.

4. Everyone marching should have proper attire that is suitable for this National Holiday.

OAo1 01 GUUUETEYOVTEC TPETEL VAL GUVTEAEGOLY GTNV EVIAiN ELPAVIOT TNG TAPEALAGTG LE TNV
KOTAAANAN €0PTAGTIKY] €VOLUOGIA.

5. Itis prohibited for strollers (for children), animals, and anything negative to march in the parade.
Amayopevovtol va TopeEAADVOLY TO KAPOTGLO Y1 TA UIKPG To1dld Kot OTL AALO apyNTIKO 6TV
EUQAVIGN TNG TAPEAACTC, WG EMLGNG Kl {Ma.

6. Itis prohibited to step on or off a float/vehicle until it is at a complete stop. Also, all dances or acts must have
been approved prior to the parade on the day of the drawing.

Amayopevetol To aveBokatéBacua and To APUATE 1 OL YOPOL AV TPOTNYOLUEVAS 0eV 000l
Eykplomn amd TNV EMITPOTNT, OTN YEVIKT GLVEIPLAGT Y10 TNV KANPWOGCT TNG GELPAS TOV
OpUaTOV.

7. The parade assembly and disbanding areas are closed to the public. Only parade participants and staff will be
allowed. Family and friends are asked to congregate along the parade route.

O1 un GUUUETEYOVTEC GTNV TAPELAGT], TOL £YOLV TOLG S1KOVG TOVG, E1TE TALILA GTN TAPEAACT),
dev Ba mpémel va akolovBovv T dpuato 1 To TUUOTO TOV TUPEAQDVOLV.

8. Parade entries must line up in the spot they are assigned. Marchers will have to follow the order and the
distance between each group that is parading that is stated by the parade committee.

O1 taperadvovteg Ba mpémel va akolovBovv TV celpd Kot TNV andotocn mov opilel n
EMTPOTN TAPELAUCNG.

THE PARADE IS A TRADITION EVERY YEAR TO HONOR, WITH RESPECT AND PRIDE,
THE HEROES THAT SACRIFICED THEIR LIVES AND GAVE US THE MOST
VALUABLE GIFT... FREEDOM! THE SUCCESS OF THE PARADE IS UPON ALL OF US!

H IMTAPEAAZH TI'INETAI KA®GE XPONO I'TA NA TIMHXOYME ME EYAABEIA
KAI YIIEPH®ANEIA TOYZ HPQEZ I[IOY OYXTAXAN THN ZQH TOYZ I'TA NA
MAX AQXOYN TO ITOAYTIMOTEPO AQPO... THN EAEY®EPIA!

H EIITYXIA THX ITAPEAAXHX EINAI KAGHKON OAQN MAZX!
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2023 PARADE ENTRY FORM

Parade will be on Sunday, March 26, 2023, 2:00 p.m.
FLOATS & MARCHING GROUPS $1,450* « MARCHING GROUP $300.00
GROUPS WITH THEIR OWN VEHICLE $600.00
Please make check payable to: ENOSIS if you wish to pay by Credit Card, Please call our office
Phone: 847.635.9217 « Fax: 847.635.9223
*PLEASE NOTE YOUR FLOAT MUST BE PAID IN FULL NO LATER THAN
THURSDAY, MARCH 16, TO PARTICIPATE IN THE FLOAT ORDER DRAWING

FLOAT ORDER DRAWING THURSDAY, MARCH 16, 7:00 P.M. ENOSIS OFFICE
PLEASE PRINT:

Name of Association, Society, Community, School, Parish, Business, etc.

Name

Address

City State Zip Code

Phone/Fax Email:

Will you have a Float? Yes[_] Nol_d will you have a Marching Group? vesl_1 No [

Approximate number of people marching from your organization
Parishes should declare their participating branches (i.e. Grade School, High School, Philoptochos,etc.):

MESSAGE or HISTORY-must be received by 03/16/2023 and

should not exceed eight (8) lines total (Greek and/or English)

Contact Person(s):

Address

City State Zip Code
Phone/Fax Email:

Signature: Name

Title: Date

FLOAT ORDER DRAWING THURSDAY, MAY 16, at ENOSIS OFFICE
880 North York Road ¢ Lower Level #104 « EImhurst, Illinois 60126



